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Agenda

• 2nd Grade Curriculum
• Specialists
• Homework
• Study Trips



Math

• Engage NY
• POM - Problem of the Month
• MARS - Mathematics Assessment 

Resource Service
• Math Talks
• Problem Solving Workshop

      



Standards for 
Mathematical Practice

• Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

• Reason abstractly and quantitatively

• Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.

• Model with mathematics.

• Use appropriate tools strategically.

• Attend to precision

• Look for and make use of structure

• Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.



 PROBLEM OF THE MONTH
A school-wide math program that fosters 

mathematical problem-solving 
(5 levels:  Primary A-E)

Learning Math is Doing Math.

Doing math involves non-routine problems.

Perseverance and learning from mistakes 
are important attributes of good mathematicians.

At every level you are encouraged to challenge
yourself and mathematical understanding.





MARS
Mathematics Assessment Resource Service



NUMBER TALKS



28 + 27 =

      40 +15= 55 

1   
  28
+27
  55

Helpful vs Important
Algorithm vs Number Sense 



Why Number Sense is important:

100
-99

     

100
-99
   1

     

Why go through 
all of 
this?

When you 
know 
this. 



Language Arts Program
•

• Reading= Decoding + Comprehension (evidence) + Fluency

• Guided Reading- to teach specific reading strategies

• Reader’s Workshop (“Just Right” reading level)

• Spelling- Words Their Way

• Non-fiction books - introduce and learn academic vocabulary 
based on science and social studies units



How to Help your Child with 
Reading Comprehension

• Read to your child.
• Model thinking aloud while you are reading with 

your child to demonstrate thoughts they may 
have while reading*.

• Pick “Just Right” reading books.
- Just right reading level
- age appropriate content ~ main character 

should be around the age of your child
• Encourage book talk.



Writers’ Workshop

Writing Styles:
Personal Narrative

Opinion

Informational- Nonfiction (Science Fair)



Science

Exploring the Earth FOSS:
Pebbles, Sand, and Silt

        Wetlands
Habitat/Form and Function

Solids and Liquids FOSS:

Insects and Plants
Brassica Seed Investigation (FOSS: New Plants)
Insect Unit (Lifecycle)

Growing in the Garden
Brassica Seed Investigation (FOSS: New Plants)
Insect Unit (Lifecycle)

*Design Lab Connection



Social Studies

Comparing Today with Long Ago 
 Heritage Unit
 Timelines

      Biographies of “Proud Americans”

Caring About Our Community
  Geography/Mapping
  Introduction to Government
  Consumers and Producers



Classroom Community

• Building Our Classroom Community
Life Skills
Conflict Resolution
8 Smarts

   SEL- Social Emotional Learning
   Growth Mindset

•School wide SEL monthly themes
September: Respect



Specialists
•

• PE with Kathy Jones - Schedule Provided on Table

• Music with Kara D’Ambrosio

• Art with Bev Iverson (once a week) Wednesday

• Library with Sharon LaCrosse (40 min/weekly) 

Monday

• Design Thinking

*Our daily schedule is posted on our website page. 



Birthday Treats

Share a favorite book

• Child reads to class/guest reader/teacher reads a 

book to the class



Homework

Homework will come home Mondays and is due on Friday.
Homework Assignment Sheet 

Math 

Reading homework (20 minutes) should include:

being read to
reading to or with another person
reading to self



Homework Assignment Sheet



Study Trips

Stanford GeoKids* (Earth Science:  FOSS: Pebbles, Sand, Silt) 

Alviso Wetlands* (Earth Science)

Farm to Market in the garden (Producers/Consumers)

San Francisco Insect Discovery Lab (Lifecycle)

Año Nuevo (Lifecycle)



Room Parents

Head Room Parent Julie Mandia

Room 9   Christina Hengehold
Room 11  Rachael Bowman

Admin/Budget Sheena Mawson  



2nd Grade Code

SVMI- Silicon Valley Math Initiative

MARS- Math Assessment Resource Service

FOSS- Full Option Science System


